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Shanti Mitra Somaj Kolyan Songstha is a local non-profitble organization and registred by Social welfare Ministry of Bangladesh. Reg no-M-01886. It has founded in April of 2007. Shanti Mitra means friends of peace and It’s works for peace building & conflict transformation through art and dialogue.   Shanti Mitra mainly work with children, young people and women. It also has some activity for wider community to spread the message of Justpeace. 
Background of Shanti Mitra:

 In 2007 some young people, mainly students from colleges in Mymensingh, decided to do something to build peace. They received inspiration and support from Taize brothers who are living locally. When they first started they were all volunteers. They went to poor areas of the town where were different kinds conflicts in families and in the communities. 

They started with children because they believe if children learn peace building skills the patterns of conflict they experience will not be repeated in the future. They started peace classes in the schools in those neighborhoods using creative methods like puppet shows, drama and role plays. They also talked with the children about their experience of conflict and how they can handle these non-violently. 

The group was from different faiths (Muslims, Hindus and Christian) and also from different ethnic groups (Bangali, Garo, Hajong etc.) They share a common vision for peace. They started to work in order to bridge the gap of trust between different faiths and ethnics groups. 
Vision: A society where everyone is valued and where everyone is involved actively in building a peaceful society through non-violence.

Mission: 

· To form young people as justice & peace activists 
· To support young people in doing practical Peace & Justice activities in the community 
· To spread peace more widely in the community through creative & artistic mean  
Activities of Shanti Mitra: 

Shanti Mitra does some activity whcih are  below- 

· Peace Education: 
Peace education is the process of acquiring the values, the knowledge and developing the attitudes, skills, and behaviors to live in harmony with oneself, with others, and with the natural environment. Shanti Mitra conducts peace classes in three primary schools with the garde 4 and 5 students of Mymensingh. Aims of that progam is to increase positive behavior and  attitude of children, make children able to dream and inspire them to work for peaceful society  in  future.  Shanti Mitra have made two years carriculam on  peace eduaction for children. Shanti Mitra develops peace garden in each school and also provides regular peace workshop  for parents & teachers.

· Community Peacebuilding:

Community peace building is a apporach to build  more a peaceful community in Mymensingh through raise awarness on justpeace, capacity building on conflict transformation and inspire young people to do peacebuilding work in their own community. Shanti Mitra does some acitivities for community peacebuilding. These are in below-

1) Supporting young peoples to run thier own project in thier community

2) Trainings and workshops on peace related issue with community people
3) Practical peace work in the communites 
4) Observing some international Day of peace (eg. International Day of Peace, International Day of environement etc.)

· Human Rights of minorities:

Human Rights are universal, and civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights belong to all human beings. But reality is that minorities are excluded from their rights in many ways. Shanti Mitra works for promoting and protecting human rights of minorities through some activities. These are below-

1) Providing monthly stipend for adolosent girls from minority communities to access their  rights of education.

2) Develop center of human rights and conduct regular session on child rights and human rights for adolosent girls.

3) Awarness sessions, workshops, trainings on human rights for the community people 

4) Arrange dialouge session among advocates,  journalist and community people.
· Building Interfaith harmony through dialogue:
From the begining, Shanti Mitra works for interfaith harmony through different activities. (Eg, Scriptural reasoning (Regular interfaith dialogue with young people, Interfaith Harmony Campaign with students of high school & college, Interfaith harmony journey, observing interfaith harmony week, publishing some book, booklets, poster and cards on interfaith harmony etc.) 

· Peace Publication: 
Shanti Mitra publishes peace related books to inspire and motivate people (specially young people) to do peacebuilding work for society. Shanti Mitra published a little magazine (Sada Paira/White Dove) three times in a year, Series of peace role model books and produce reading materials about peace building in Bangla.
· Developing Peace Workers: 
Shanti Mitra provides various kinds of peacebuilding trainings, workshops, sharing sessions regularly for selective young people to builup them as peace worker in future and also provide chance to do some practical peace work in communities. 
· Training and Workshops: 
Shanti Mitra has developed some training and workshop mannuals and provides them as per as need of other institutions or organizations. Significant training is as follows: 
1) Shanti Sikha onusilon (Peace Education)

2) Peace Building and Conflict Transformation

2) Conflict Mediation 
3) Identity and Peace
4) Collaborative Games for building peace 
5) Tools for Transformation (Creative methods as tools for Justpeace) 
· Justpeace Festival:
Justpeace festival is such a festival which aims to raise awareness on Justpeace to the local people, motivate them to work for peace and spread the message of Justpeace widely. Shanti Mitra organizes Justpeace festival yearly in collaboration with likeminded organization where approximately 5000 people attend in different event.

Events of Justpeace Festival are peacebuilding workshop for adult, creative children activity, art-photography- film exhibitions on Justpeace, peace workshop for students, cultural program on Justpeace, peace walk etc.
The values of Shanti Mitra 
· Compassion – Shanti Mitra focuses on human transformation. That can never be only a job. Leadership must be open to transformation, genuinely care about people who are hurting and be able in some way to empathize with those who suffer because of violence past or present. 

· Respect for the poor – We believe in the dignity of every individual. This leads us to treat the poor with respect and dignity. This includes listening to them, taking their views seriously, speaking to them as a respected equal and accepting to learn from them. 

· Justice – We believe that structural unfairness is at the root of much of the violence-engendering inequality of Bangladesh. Shanti Mitra workers must be able to identify the unfairness in the social-political-economic system and be creative in finding alternative ways. 

· Simplicity in life style and work style – Because of our understanding of justice, we believe that the privileged ones in society should use their advantages for the benefit of others, not seek primarily their own advancement and well-being. We believe that we ourselves should seek simple, unostentatious ways of living and working and in all ways try to live as we teach. 

· Non-violence – We believe that physical force and violence and never effective tools for social transformation and we seek instead to promote transformation of mind and society through understanding, mutual help and reconciliation. 

· Integrity – Most resources are committed to Shanti Mitra by donors. While using reasonable accounting checks, we still heavily depend on basic honesty and integrity of our staff. 

· Teamwork – Shanti Mitra is a team. Through self-discipline and the practice of forgiveness of one-self and others, we want to foster a spirit of joy, goodwill and trust. We want to avoid competitiveness, unfair criticism, gossip and intrigue.
