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Commitment Canvas of protecting environment; during 
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Action may not 

always bring 

happiness; but 

there is no 

happiness without 

action . 

 -  Mahatma Gandhi  

 

 

 

 

Do a little bit of 

good 

where you are; 

ÉÔȭÓ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÂÉÔÓ 

put together that 

overwhelm  the 

world.  

    - Desmond Tutu 
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Message from the President of Shanti Mitra 
 

I am very much delighted to know that the one and half yearly report of fiscal year 2019-2020 is going to be published in 

June, 2021. Shanti Mitra started its journey since year of 2007 in Mymensingh with the initiative of some young men and 

women studying in different colleges and in collaboration with Mennonite Central Committee Bangladesh (MCC).  From 

the very beginning, the goal of Shanti Mitra was to establish peace and work for the transformation of conflict. The young 

men and women decided to work in Mymensingh city, especially in the slum areas. First started itôs working with fourth 

and fifth grade students in three primary schools in the city.  

 

Shanti Mitra is implementing some project to achieve the goal of this organization.  The Peace Education, Womenôs Peace 

Building Project, Promoting and Protecting Human Rights of minority people etc are the project of this organization. Beside 

these projects and activities, the organization publish some books and publications they are the series of peace role model, 

Sada Paira (white dove)- a little magazine, training manual /module and the inspirational story books for children.     

 

Now the organization works mainly with children, young people and women. Presently, the world is facing so many 

problems. People are suffering for the Covid-19 pandemic crisis, human rights & domestic violation. Shanti Mitra dreams 

to bring harmony among different faith people and urge everybody to contribute from their stage.  

 

The organization has implemented many activities through different projects to face the unrest situation in the community 

during the fiscal year of 2019-2020. The staffs of the organization contributed their skills and dedication to establishing 

peace in the areas they work in. So, I would like to thank all the staff who has implemented the programs in a beautiful way 

through self-sacrifice and hard working.  

 

I am grateful to all donors who continue supporting to help make the SM organization run smoothly and implement its 

activities among the Bangladeshi people to establish peace in the community.  

 

Thankfully, 

 

  

 
Aronno E. Chiran 

President  

Executive Committee 

Shanti Mitra Somaj Kollyan Songshta 

Mymensingh, Bangladesh. 
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Message of Executive Director 

This report presents the overview of Shanti Mitra activities implemented during the period of July 2019 to December 2020.  

We are pleased to share our activities, learning, challenges and collective growth with you all. We apologize, we could not 

release the report on time due to various reasons. But we are glad that despite all the adversity, we have finally been able to 

publish the report. 

In 2020, the world went through a difficult time due to the Covid-19 situation. Many people around the world have been 

infected with this virus and many people have died. Many have been lost their job during the pandemic. 

Even in such a difficult situation, we have been able to reach 7000 (approximately) people.  During the covid period, we 

have worked in accordance with the hygiene rules and have been able to reach out to the people. Most of our beneficiaries 

are marginalized people, their suffering was exacerbated during this pandemic.  Many of our beneficiaries are dependent on 

daily income so their lives become very difficult during lockdown.  We have been able to provide food assistance to 200 

people through donor agencies and staff contributions. Although the number is very low but still, we are happy that we were 

able to help some. 

The students have suffered the most during this time. Due to the closure of schools and colleges, the students 

were much isolated from their studies. Frustration has been created among the youth. We have organized 

workshops or sharing sessions for the young people on various topics including mental health through online 

platforms so that they can keep themselves busy and engage in creative work. During the lockdown, we contacted 

the beneficiaries on the phone regularly to know their situation. In addition, during this pandemic, awareness has 

been provided on various issues including wearing masks and hygiene. We have seen an increase in the incidence 

of violence and rape against women during the Covid period. In 2020, we have conducted human chain and 

various awareness activities against it. 

I would like to say my heartfelt gratitude to our donors, partners, board, staff and volunteers for their great support 

and contribution during this reporting period. Your support gives us courage and hope to continuing our work for 

better world. 

I hope, the situation we are facing right now for covid-19 pandemic will end soon and will return to normal life.  

  
Suborna Poli Drong 

Executive Director 

Shanti Mitra  
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A  glance about Shanti Mitra  

Shanti Mitra Somaj Kolyan Songstha is a local non-profit organization and registred by Social Welfare 

Ministry of Bangladesh. Reg no-M-01886. It was founded in April 2007. Shanti Mitra means Friends of 

Peace and it works for peace building & conflict transformation through art and dialogue. Shanti Mitra 

mainly works with children, young people and women. It also has some activities for the wider community 

to spread the message of Justpeace.  

Our history  

In 2007 some young people, mainly students from colleges in Mymensingh, decided to do something to build peace. 

They received inspiration and support from Taize brothers who are living locally. When they first started, they were 

all volunteers. They went to poor areas of the town where different kinds of conflicts in families and in the 

communities are prevalent. 

They started with children because they believe if children learn peace building skills the patterns of conflict they 

experience will not be repeated in the future. They started peace classes in the schools in those neighborhoods using 

creative methods like puppet shows, drama and role plays. They also talked with the children about their experience 

of conflict and how they can handle these non-violently.  

The group was from different faiths (Muslims, Hindus and Christian) and also from different ethnic groups (Bangali, 

Garo, Hajong etc.) They share a common vision for peace. They started to work in order to bridge the gap of trust 

between different faiths and ethnics groups.  

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Vision  

A Society where everyone 

is valued and where 

everyone is involved 

actively in building 

peaceful society through 

non-violence.  

Our Mission  

- To form young people as 

justice and peace 

activists  

- To support young people 

in doing practical peace 

and Justice activities in 

the community  

- To spread peace more 

widely in the community 

through creative and  

artistic mean  

Our Values  

Empathy  

Non -violence  

Respect to the 

poor 

Team Work  

Integrity  

Justice 
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Our Donors and Partners  
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                                   Shanti Mitra Executive 

Board Member  

1. Aronno Chiran (President)  

 

2. Md. Saifikur Rahman Khan  

(Vice-president)  

 

3. Suborna Poli Drong  

(General Secretary)  

 

4. Md. Sakil Ahmed  

(Treasurer)  

 

5. Mukta Rani Bhadra  

(Executive Director)  

 

6. Bilon Ruga  

(Executive Member)  

 

7. Ashish Ghosh Ovi  

(Executive Member)  

 

8. Khusnahar Begum  

(Executive Member)  

 

9. Rafiqul Islam  

(Executive Member)  

 

10. Farid Ahmed  

(Executive Member)  

 

11. Md. Arsad Hossian  

(Executive Member)  

 

 

 

 

 

òOur prime 

purpose of life is to 

help othersó 

- Dalai Lama  
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Peace Education  

 

 
Sumona, student of class-4, who receives regular peace class 

From the beginning when Shanti Mitra established, we have provided peace education in 
primary schools.  Peace education is an education where children can learn moral dignity, 
develop values and learn how-to live-in harmony with differences and all creation. Through 
this program we provide monthly peace classes to fourth and fifth grade students in 
primary schools.  
From July 2019 to December 2019, we were able to conduct peace classes in schools.  But 
we were not able to continue the peace class in 2020 as the school-college was closed due 
to the cowardly situation. 


